
Daily Evening Prayer:  
Rite One 
Wednesday, March 23, 2022 
The Feast of St. Gregory the Illuminator  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron 
O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds.  

 
Psalm 81 Exultate Deo 
1 Sing with joy to God our strength * 

    and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.  
  

2 Raise a song and sound the timbrel, * 
    the merry harp, and the lyre.  
  

3 Blow the ram's-horn at the new moon, * 
    and at the full moon, the day of our feast.  
  

4 For this is a statute for Israel, * 
    a law of the God of Jacob.  
  

5 He laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, * 
    when he came out of the land of Egypt.  
  



6 I heard an unfamiliar voice saying, * 
    "I eased his shoulder from the burden; 
    his hands were set free from bearing the load."  
  

7 You called on me in trouble, and I saved you; * 
    I answered you from the secret place of thunder 
    and tested you at the waters of Meribah.  
  

8 Hear, O my people, and I will admonish you: * 
    O Israel, if you would but listen to me!  
  

9 There shall be no strange god among you; * 
    you shall not worship a foreign god.  
  

10 I am the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, * 
    "Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it."  
  

11 And yet my people did not hear my voice, * 
    and Israel would not obey me.  
  

12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, * 
    to follow their own devices. 

 
13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! * 

    that Israel would walk in my ways!  
  

14 I should soon subdue their enemies * 
    and turn my hand against their foes.  
  

15 Those who hate the LORD would cringe before him, * 
    and their punishment would last for ever.  
  

16 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat * 
    and satisfy him with honey from the rock.  
  

Psalm 82    Deus stetit 
1 God takes his stand in the council of heaven; * 

    he gives judgment in the midst of the gods:  
  



2 "How long will you judge unjustly, * 
    and show favor to the wicked?  
  

3 Save the weak and the orphan; * 
    defend the humble and needy;  
  

4 Rescue the weak and the poor; * 
    deliver them from the power of the wicked.  
  

5 They do not know, neither do they understand; 
they go about in darkness; * 
    all the foundations of the earth are shaken.  
  

6 Now I say to you, 'You are gods, * 
    and all of you children of the Most High;  
  

7 Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, * 
    and fall like any prince.'" 

 
8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, * 

    for you shall take all nations for your own. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Lessons 
Officiant A Reading from the Book of Genesis  

Chapter 45 verses 16 through 28 

When the report was heard in Pharaoh’s house, “Joseph’s brothers have come,” it pleased Pharaoh 
and his servants well. And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do this: load your beasts 
and go back to the land of Canaan; and take your father and your households, and come to me, and 
I will give you the best of the land of Egypt, and you shall eat the fat of the land.’ Command 
them also, ‘Do this: take wagons from the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, 
and bring your father, and come. Give no thought to your goods, for the best of all the land of 
Egypt is yours.’” The sons of Israel did so; and Joseph gave them wagons, according to the 
command of Pharaoh, and gave them provisions for the journey. To each and all of them he gave 
festal garments; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels of silver and five festal 
garments. To his father he sent as follows: ten asses loaded with the good things of Egypt, and ten 



she-asses loaded with grain, bread, and provision for his father on the journey. Then he sent his 
brothers away, and as they departed, he said to them, “Do not quarrel on the way.” So they went 
up out of Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to their father Jacob. And they told him, “Joseph 
is still alive, and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt.” And his heart fainted, for he did not believe 
them. But when they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said to them, and when he 
saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of their father Jacob revived; and 
Israel said, “It is enough; Joseph my son is still alive; I will go and see him before I die.” 

Officiant  The Word of the Lord.   
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
The Song of Mary    Magnificat 
 Luke 1:46-55 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 
    and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 
For he hath regarded * 
    the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold from henceforth * 
    all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 
    and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him * 
    throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm; * 
    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 
    and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 
    as he promised to our forefathers, 
    Abraham and his seed for ever.  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Officiant A Reading from the Gospel of Mark  
Chapter 6 verses 13 through 29 

The twelve cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many that were sick and healed them. 
King Herod heard of it; for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said, “John the baptizer has 
been raised from the dead; that is why these powers are at work in him.” But others said, “It is 
Eli′jah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard 
of it he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” For Herod had sent and seized John, and 



bound him in prison for the sake of Hero′di-as, his brother Philip’s wife; because he had married 
her. For John said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Hero′di-as 
had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and kept him safe. When he heard him, he was 
much perplexed; and yet he heard him gladly. But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday 
gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and the leading men of Galilee. For when Hero′di-as’ 
daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask 
me for whatever you wish, and I will grant it.” And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will 
give you, even half of my kingdom.” And she went out, and said to her mother, “What shall I ask?” 
And she said, “The head of John the baptizer.” And she came in immediately with haste to the 
king, and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a 
platter.” And the king was exceedingly sorry; but because of his oaths and his guests he did not 
want to break his word to her. And immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard and gave orders 
to bring his head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, and brought his head on a platter, and 
gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard of it, they came and 
took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

Officiant  The Word of the Lord.   
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis 
         Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 
    according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 
    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
    and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, dead, and buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven, 



    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and 
goodwill, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins 
and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole 
world, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and 
not be condemned before the great judgment seat 



of Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 
That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in 
the communion of [___________ and] all thy saints, 
entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

 
The Officiant then says one or more Collects 
Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, who willest to be glorified in thy saints, and didst raise up 
thy servant Gregory the Illuminator to be a light in the world, and to 
preach the Gospel to the people of Armenia: Shine, we pray thee, in our 
hearts, that we also in our generation may show forth thy praise, who hast 
called us out of darkness into thy marvelous light; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.  

A Collect for Protection on p. 70 
O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, 
the strength of those who labor, and the repose of the dead: 
We thank thee for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly 
beseech thy merciful protection all the night. Bring us, we 
pray thee, in safety to the morning hours; through him who 
died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Collect for Mission on p. 71 
O God, who dost manifest in thy servants the signs of thy 
presence:  Send forth upon us the Spirit of love, that in 
companionship with one another thine abounding grace may 
increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 

 
The Officiant then bids personal prayers. After a moment of silence:  
 
Officiant  Lord in thy mercy 
All   Hear our prayer.   
Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God.  
Officiant  Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely 

more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from 
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 


