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Morning Prayer Wednesday In Holy Week April 8, 2020 
 
Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: O come, let us adore him. 
Venite     Psalm 95:1-7 
O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * 
    let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the corners of the earth, * 
    and the strength of the hills is his also. 
The sea is his, and he made it, * 
    and his hands prepared the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and fall down, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is the Lord our God, * 
    and we are the people of his pasture 
    and the sheep of his hand. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
    let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 
    and with righteousness to judge the world 
    and the peoples with his truth. 
 
Psalm 55 Exaudi, Deus 

1 Hear my prayer,O God; * 
    do not hide yourself from my petition. 

2 Listen to me and answer me; * 
    I have no peace, because of my cares. 

3 I am shaken by the noise of the enemy * 
    and by the pressure of the wicked; 

4 For they have cast an evil spell upon me * 
    and are set against me in fury. 
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5 My heart quakes within me, * 
    and the terrors of death have fallen upon me. 

6 Fear and trembling have come over me, * 
    and horror overwhelms me. 

7 And I said, "Oh, that I had wings like a dove! * 
    I would fly away and be at rest. 

8 I would flee to a far-off place * 
    and make my lodging in the wilderness. 

9 I would hasten to escape * 
    from the stormy wind and tempest." 

10 Swallow them up, O Lord; 
confound their speech; * 
    for I have seen violence and strife in the city. 

11 Day and night the watchmen make their rounds 
                            upon her walls, * 
    but trouble and misery are in the midst of her. 

12 There is corruption at her heart; * 
    her streets are never free of oppression and deceit. 

13 For had it been an adversary who taunted me, 
then I could have borne it; * 
    or had it been an enemy who vaunted himself against me, 
    then I could have hidden from him. 

14 But it was you, a man after my own heart, * 
    my companion, my own familiar friend. 

15 We took sweet counsel together, * 
    and walked with the throng in the house of God. 

16 Let death come upon them suddenly; 
let them go down alive to the grave; * 
    for wickedness is in their dwellings, in their very midst. 

17 But I will call upon God, * 
    and the LORD will deliver me. 

18 In the evening, in the morning, and at noonday, 
I will complain and lament, * 
    and he will hear my voice. 

19 He will bring me safely back from the battle 
                            waged against me; * 
    for there are many who fight me. 
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20 God, who is enthroned of old, will hear me and 
                            bring them down; * 
    they never change; they do not fear God. 

21 My companion stretched forth his hand against his comrade; * 
    he has broken his covenant. 

22 His speech is softer than butter, * 
    but war is in his heart. 

23 His words are smoother than oil, * 
    but they are drawn swords. 

24 Cast your burden upon the LORD, 
and he will sustain you; * 
    he will never let the righteous stumble. 

25 For you will bring the bloodthirsty and deceitful * 
    down to the pit of destruction, O God. 

26 They shall not live out half their days, * 
    but I will put my trust in you. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians.  
Chapter 1 verse 23 through Chapter 2 verse 11. 

23 But I call God to witness against me—it was to spare you that I refrained from 
coming to Corinth. 24 Not that we lord it over your faith; we work with you for your 
joy, for you stand firm in your faith. 1 For I made up my mind not to make you 
another painful visit. 2 For if I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the 
one whom I have pained? 3 And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I might not 
suffer pain from those who should have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, 
that my joy would be the joy of you all. 4 For I wrote you out of much affliction and 
anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the 
abundant love that I have for you. 5 But if any one has caused pain, he has caused it 
not to me, but in some measure—not to put it too severely—to you all. 6 For such a 
one this punishment by the majority is enough; 7 so you should rather turn to forgive 
and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 So I beg you to 
reaffirm your love for him. 9 For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know 
whether you are obedient in everything. 10 Any one whom you forgive, I also forgive. 
What I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the 
presence of Christ, 11 to keep Satan from gaining the advantage over us; for we are not 
ignorant of his designs. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
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4  The Song of Zechariah     Benedictus Dominus Deus 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, * 
    for he hath visited and redeemed his people; 
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us * 
    in the house of his servant David, 
As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, * 
    which have been since the world began: 
That we should be saved from our enemies, * 
    and from the hand of all that hate us; 
To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, * 
    and to remember his holy covenant; 
To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, * 
    that he would give us, 
That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies * 
    might serve him without fear, 
In holiness and righteousness before him, * 
    all the days of our life. 
And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, * 
    for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord 
                               to prepare his ways; 
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people * 
    for the remission of their sins, 
Through the tender mercy of our God, * 
    whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us; 
To give light to them that sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, * 
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, dead, and buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
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    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A 
V.    O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
R.    And grant us thy salvation. 
V.    Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
R.    And make thy chosen people joyful. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in thee can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let thy way be known upon earth; 
R.    Thy saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit. 

The Officiant then says one or more Collects 
Collect of the Day  

O Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his back to 
the smiters and hid not his face from shame: Give us grace  
to take joyfully the sufferings of the present time, in full 
assurance of the glory that shall be revealed; through the same 
Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with  
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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A Collect for Grace on p. 57 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day: 
Defend us in the same with thy mighty power; and grant that 
this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of 
danger; but that we, being ordered by thy governance, may 
do always what is righteous in thy sight; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Second Collect on p. 58 
Lord Jesus Christ, who didst stretch out thine arms of love 
on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come 
within the reach of thy saving embrace: So clothe us in thy 
Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring 
those who do not know thee to the knowledge and love of 
thee; for the honor of thy Name. Amen. 

Parish Prayer list.  
I bid your personal prayers here…. [silence for a time]. 
Lord in thy mercy, hear our prayer.   
The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to  
generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 


